


 

 

vi. New residences shall have washing machines/laundry trays plumbed for grey-
water systems pursuant to Chapter 16 of the Uniform Plumbing Code (Greywater 
Systems). 

 
2. Any remodel of an existing structure or addition to an existing structure that uses water 

from the Nipomo Mesa Water Conservation Area, that requires a construction permit 
pursuant to this Title, that is valued at $20,000 or more as determined by the Building 
Division of the Department of Planning and Building, and that is not solely for roof 
replacement or electrical work to bring the structure into compliance with this Title, shall 
require the replacement of plumbing fixtures in the entire structure with the following 
types of plumbing fixtures: 
i. Toilets rated at no more than 1.28 gallons per flush (HET); 
ii. Showerheads rated at no more than 2.5 gallons per minute; 
iii. Bathroom sink aerators with a volume of no more than 2.0 gallons per minute; 
iv. All urinals in commercial structures shall be replaced with waterless urinals.  

 
Toilets rated at no more than 1.6 gallons per flush are exempt from this requirement and 
do not have to be replaced. 

3. 1. 
 

Offset Required. Prior to issuance of a construction permit for a new structure with 
plumbing fixtures on property that overlies and/or uses water from the Paso Robles 
Groundwater Basin or the Nipomo Mesa Management  Area, the developer of such new 
structure shall obtain an Offset Clearance from the Department of Planning and Building 
verifying that new water use has been offset at a 1:1 ratio. Water savings must come from 
the same groundwater basin as the proposed new development. Applicants shall meet 
offset requirements by complying with Subsection 2 or 3 below.  that use water from the 
Nipomo Mesa Water Conservation Area, the developer of such new structure shall 
provide evidence to the Department of Planning and Building  that the plumbing fixtures 
in five (5) existing structures within the Nipomo Mesa Water Conservation Area with 
toilets rated at 3.5 or more gallons per flush have been retrofitted by replacing all toilets, 
showerheads and faucet aerators as follows: 
i. Toilets rated at no more than 1.28 gallons per flush (HET); 
ii. Showerheads rated at no more than 2.5 gallons per minute; 
iii. Bathroom sink aerators with a volume of no more than 2.0 gallons per minute; 
iv. All urinals in commercial structures shall be replaced with waterless urinals.  
v. Owners of existing structures that are retrofitted under this program shall agree to 

allow their water purveyors to release water use data to the Department of 
Planning and Building in order to gauge the effectiveness of the program to the 
extent allowed by California law. 

1.  
Upon retrofitting of the required number of plumbing fixtures, the developer shall submit 
evidence of the completed retrofits to the Department of Planning and Building. This 
evidence shall consist of a Retrofit Verification Declaration completed and executed by a 
licensed plumber and/or contractor. 
 
Upon submittal to the Department of Planning and Building of a completed and executed 
Retrofit Verification Declaration accompanied by the required fee, the developer shall be 
issued a Water Conservation Certificate from the Department of Planning and Building. 
Once the Water Conservation Certificate is issued, a construction permit may be issued. 
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3. In lieu of retrofitting plumbing fixtures in existing structures as specified in subsection 
d.3., a developer of a new structure may instead pay to the Nipomo Community Services 
District (hereinafter referred to as the “District”) the amount of $750.00 per toilet to be 
installed in the new structure. Prior to issuance of a building permit for the new structure 
specified in subsection d.3., a receipt for the payment to the District shall be submitted to 
the Department of Planning and Building.  

 
4. The District shall use the in lieu fees specified in subsection d.4. for programs that result 

in measurable water conservation in the Nipomo Mesa Water Conservation Area, 
including but not limited to the following: 
i. Subsidize toilet/showerhead retrofits. 
ii. Subsidize interior water audits. 
iii. Subsidize exterior water audits. 
iv. Subsidize irrigation system changes that will save water pursuant to the results of 

a District-sponsored water audit. 
v. Subsidize removal of high water-using turf and landscape materials and 

replacement with low water-using landscape material. 
vi. Provide repairs to irrigation systems at a cost not to exceed $100.00 per parcel.  

 
Fees collected from new development located within the District boundaries shall only be 
used for water conservation projects within the District. Fees collected from new 
development that is located outside of the District boundaries shall be used for water 
conservation projects outside of the District boundaries. 

 
5. ii) Water Conservation Program for Public Facilities. As an alternative to Subsection d.4., 

a developer or developers Applicants may choose to fund a water conservation program 
for public parks, school grounds or other public facilities in the same groundwater basin 
as the proposed project. Nipomo Mesa Water Conservation Area. The program to be 
funded will have been prepared by a California-licensed landscape architect for either the 
County Parks Department, a school district the Lucia Mar School District or another 
public entity, as applicable. The program shall be reviewed and approved by the Planning 
Director and  the owner of the public facility, and shall identify water savings and 
associated costs of conservation measures such as irrigation system replacement and/or 
repairs, installation of "smart controllers," removal of turf, replacement of high water 
using landscape material and amendments to soils. The water conservation program shall 
clearly identify the expected water savings from implementation of the program. Each 
contribution of $1,500 to the applicable public entity for the water conservation program 
will satisfy the requirement to retrofit plumbing fixtures in five (5) existing structures 
prior to issuance of a construction permit for each new structure, in accordance with 
subsection d.3. 

 
ii) Areas served by a Community Service District or a County Service Area. In areas 
served by a Community Service District (CSD) or a County Service Area (CSA), the 
CSD or CSA may certify that equivalent water use has been offset through an approved 
program or project. 
 

4. Water meter installation and reading. 
 

i. All new or existing wells that serve new development that overlie or use water 
from the Paso Robles Groundwater Basin or the Nipomo Mesa Management 

Attachment C: Proposed Ordinance changes for Title 19

Page 4 of 8





 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Attachment C: Proposed Ordinance changes for Title 19

Page 6 of 8





 

 

 
 

Figure 7-2 – Paso Robles Groundwater Basin 
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